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A Vision Becomes Reality. . .

and Benefits an Entire State
(Editor's Note:  In the over 10 years in which I've had the opportunity to partner with the ASK Resource Center, I have admired and respected their hard work and commitment to improving the lives of persons with disabilities and their families.  Upon learning of the many training opportunities which ASK will offer in 2012, I decided that this would be the perfect time to tell their story.

A note on language.  I recognize that some readers may initially take offense at the use of the word "special" throughout this article.  After an in-depth conversation with Karen Thompson, ASK Executive Director and source of information for this article, I've chosen to retain it.  She explained that ASK uses the word to refer to anyone with an exceptionality-whether s/he comes from a disadvantaged background, attends a Talented and Gifted program, or has a disability.)
In the fall of 1991, two parents were brought together because of their common interest in 
children with special needs. By January 1992, they had not only become friends, but had 
begun the long, sometimes overwhelming road of pursuing improved services not only for 
their children with special needs but for all persons with special needs and their families.

Many, many hours of brainstorming and fact-finding meetings brought them to the 
decision to form a non-profit resource center. The center was formally named Access for Special Kids (ASK) Resource Center. ASK Resource Center would serve persons with special needs and their families, as well as the professional community.

This commitment began to grow. The two parents recruited others, formed a board of 
directors and began to loan materials and answer the phones from their homes.

As the community needs grew, the original ASK board realized the center was more than 
they could handle on a volunteer, part time basis. About that time, a congressional staff 
member requested that they consider taking on the responsibility of applying for the 
Parent Training and Information (PTI) grant. And, as the saying goes…the rest is history.

Through the years, ASK has taken on new community partners, projects and challenges. 
The agency continues to build on the vision of ACCESS for ALL.


Today, ASK engages in a wide variety of activities and outreach efforts to all parts of the state of Iowa.  Through various projects and partnerships, ASK provides a broad range of information and referral, training, advocacy, support, and service coordination related to the needs of persons with all types of disabilities and their families. Services are provided on a 1-to-1, small support group, and/or large workshop/conference scale depending on the needs of the families involved.  A single contact to ASK provides individuals and families with a direct link to the most appropriate services and supports to meet their needs regarding legal matters, special education, health care coordination, mentoring opportunities, and more.  

To learn about ASK's upcoming training opportunities, visit 

http://disabilitytraining.mhsoftware.com/.  
To Learn more about the ASK Resource Center, call 515-243-1713 or visit us online at http://www.askresource.org. 
ASK Resource Center is here for you – Just ASK!

Affirmations 
… from the Disability Resource Library
The Center for Disabilities and Development Disability Resource Library:

A lending library and health information center for Iowans

To order materials from the Disability Resource Library, call 1-800-272-7713













____

A Smile as Big as the Moon:  a Teacher, his Class, and their Unforgettable Journey / Mike Kersjes, with Joe Layden.  New York : St. Martin's Press, 2002.

This book is making a return appearance in Possibilities for a special reason: it has become a made-for-television movie that will premiere on ABC, January 29 at 8 p.m. CST.  See a spark ignite a classroom of special education students whose teacher has a very special mission plan for them: NASA Space Camp.  The goal is not a given – these students will have to compete for a place in Space Camp with classrooms from throughout the United States, they will have to pay their way, and IF they make it to camp, they must be prepared with a complete skill set of scientific know-how comparable to their peers.  If this movie is even half as good as the book, you are guaranteed an awesome experience.  Should you miss the Sunday telecast the movie will be aired subsequently on the Hallmark Channel.  The Disability Resource Library will purchase this DVD as soon as it becomes available for home viewing. 
Monica & David / directed and produced by Alexandra Codina ; producer, Deborah Dickson ; made in association with HBO Documentary Films ; a CineMia production.  [Harriman, NY] : CineMia, LLC, 2010. DVD (68 min.) -- Bonus material (46 min.)

Monica & David is a documentary eagerly awaited by the Disability Resource Library.  Nearly two years on from its successful international film festival run, the DVD is newly released for general audiences.  It is the story of courtship, marriage, and the first year of adjustment for an attractive couple – Monica Walters and David Martinez – each of whom has Down syndrome.  It is also the story of their mothers’ protectiveness, and the fine line between letting go and providing ongoing supports to Monica and David.  Bonus education edition includes:

· Employment in the Community

· Healthy Relationships

· Independence & Families Letting Go

· Dating & Sexuality: A Conversation with Terri Couwenhoven

· Reflections on Society: A Conversation with Lawrence Carter-Long

"You're Going to Love This Kid!" A Professional Development Package for Teaching Students with Autism in the Inclusive Classroom  / by Paula Kluth.  Baltimore : Brookes Publishing Co, 2012. DVD (74 min.)
Teacher, popular lecturer, and autism expert, Paula Kluth, presents proven strategies to help any school become an inclusion success story.   Daunting as that sounds, Paula and her colleagues walk educators (and parents) through the what, why, and how of honoring and supporting all learners, including:

· differentiated instruction

· nurturing students' social skills through peer supports

· improving  school culture so all students are welcomed and included

· individualizing objectives and standards

· making the most of each student's gifts and interests

· using positive behavior supports

· presuming competence

· strengthening partnerships between schools and families

· co-teaching effectively

· reframing challenges in a positive way
If you are not actively involved in getting what you want, you don’t really want it.
Peter McWilliams 
How to get in touch 

with POSSIBILITIES:

Mail
Center for Disabilities and Development

100 Hawkins Dr. Rm. 376
Iowa City IA 52242-1011

E-mail
michael-hoenig@uiowa.edu
FAX  319-384-6241
Phone  319-353-6448

Disability Resource Library

phone: 800-272-7713 

email: mailto:disability-library@uiowa.edu
website: http://www.healthcare.uiowa.org/CDD 

click on "Disability Resource Library"
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