Keeping you informed...

        

[bookmark: _GoBack]At ASK Resource Center, we feel it's important to keep parents and professionals informed!  As we receive information that we think will also be pertinent to many of you, we will be passing it along in this brief email.   

 

For those that use assistive technology and need this email in text only format, please contact us at info@askresource.org.

  

Got Questions? Just ASK!

 

This issue of "Keeping you informed..." includes:

*	Social Security Administration Announces 2012 COLA
*	National Council on Disability Releases Progress Report
*	Elementary & Secondary Education Reauthorization Act (ESEA) proposed changes
*	New final rule amends Head Start Program Regulations
*	Part C Resources
*	OSEP Spanish Glossary
*	Save the Date - Statewide Special Education Conference coming in July

Social Security Administration Announces 2012 Cost of Living Adjustment The Social Security Administration has announced that it will increase its monthly Social Security and Supplemental Security Income (SSI) benefits by 3.6 percent beginning in January 2012.  

For information about the COLA go to 

http://www.socialsecurity.gov/pressoffice/pr/2012cola-pr.html <http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=8fbnovdab&et=1108935868400&s=1096&e=001Bisa7Argkj2pvfJ_wfdiwHL0A7j54pvgDcd9cd6OL_1vrw9w-fPpLczW2HO_1mg0qoVXuH3UPbZaa8xO8C0uYxo1ayQAdi5QCBVPknaDCWHOnuZPYZjuH5K-8nMYVh0FiBuFiz5KLDr5vtHwbtjabm8FcGhPQhlr34s3RBm50lQ=>  

 

SSA has also added 13 new conditions involving the immune system and neurological disorders to its Compassionate Allowances program. Compassionate Allowances speed up disability decisions to make sure that Americans with the most serious disabilities receive their benefit decisions within days instead of months or years. These conditions include certain cancers, adult brain disorders, a number of rare genetic disorders of children, early-onset Alzheimer's disease and idiopathic pulmonary fibrosis. 

 

For information about the Compassionate Allowances program go to http://www.socialsecurity.gov/compassionateallowances/ <http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=8fbnovdab&et=1108935868400&s=1096&e=001Bisa7Argkj3sBn_Bv0uLp4jtxMl9nopsBtOuObgh5EvqjdOvVQpgpDEybB62ldJai6d46yAbZT_GDXoJI7zOTCudeDAY1lnpH0gKzRiZofLAAyaFpj2upX9b7GyGCAQkJDlcwErS4v-KqTqTGuXzypH0_QF6ujyt>     

National Council on Disability (NCD) 

Releases Progress Report

The National Council on Disability (NCD), has released "National Disability Policy: A Progress Report", in which NCD assesses the current state of people with disabilities in America and how emerging trends and government policies are impacting the quality of their lives. The report offers a broad range of recommendations for reforms designed to enhance the independence and self-sufficiency of people with disabilities. 

 

For more information go to

http://www.ncd.gov/progress_reports/Oct312011 <http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=8fbnovdab&et=1108935868400&s=1096&e=001Bisa7Argkj1MxJbpExhEWh0CrxBjHKk0-sDu17fYzGogY4NkSYa0bfJqLKv8pWDGuUpBH6DqgR67n7I3Rqbf_tt8h7CgMeYit7H-19xi46MO1pOSlmzsGgOohGmOygkWZHClSBvVUqrDrgVHBt9z2w==>   

Elementary & Secondary Education Act (ESEA) proposed changes relevant to children with disabilities
 

ESEA is better known by many as "No Child Left Behind".  Click below to view the highlights of the Elementary and Secondary Education Reauthorization Act (ESEA) proposed changes relevant to children with disabilities as the bill is reauthorized. 

 

Iowa Disability ESEA Proposed Changes <http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=8fbnovdab&et=1108935868400&s=1096&e=001Bisa7Argkj2tRU6J1tvMnCIWAuoIb_sXVDGXt83YzW9AlpWUfL8tTyHbpPxvtYDLZm2CBAzNzjjFqk_t7A8Tq5_FeAbfoBVxM61HdbB7SHVhqGAnL76rH6m-shsqtSLNdeJCxIddwxFK_qEKnkePI8Rokh8Khl4_gjZesscxTuHrl1le6Eu-rePAvNogPIcaoejGv7nlouc=> 

 

New Rule Amends Head Start Program Regulations
  

Source: U.S. Department of Health and Human Services - November 9, 2011 

 

A new final rule amending Head Start Program regulations was published in the Federal Register on November 9, 2011. For the first time, this rule requires Head Start grantees that fail to meet a new set of rigorous benchmarks to re-compete for continued federal funding. Over the next three years, all 1,600 grantees will be evaluated on benchmarks including health standards, integrity, and classroom quality. The new rule will be effective on December 9, 2011. It is available at http://www.federalregister.gov/articles/2011/11/09/2011-28880/head-start-program <http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=8fbnovdab&et=1108935868400&s=1096&e=001Bisa7Argkj05CTJCulqTtcpZqrs0QmEysSgqySh5ao1d1X0rdbVXd5RHpJESd8N3jYaBjplmo5xVCin4a1lKfTaD3VzN2ISoyrUb0ZWn3IcHEK6tST8673ARrZOds1PdtPFHzbCs2pamQ7a08ce8AI1l8rRl2yYJr77jyGscLRaLS1A48-aiHPF2quFf37WL8YyLafDfjaY=> 

 

To read the White House news release, go to http://www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-office/2011/11/08/we-cant-wait-president-obama-takes-action-improve-quality-and-promote-ac <http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=8fbnovdab&et=1108935868400&s=1096&e=001Bisa7Argkj1xt9zuldhF81fLglZbRs5055NJu41KTBnoxLbv2hMw7Zpawp3FEn8Vo9A15aenK6ZSHA-Q-vxC0dhyefVAMWvfN6iezlOWb1ghw6HMiryIGPBuc-bgH2up1F0xnSFJaGEXQKO5MF28WeiNnyuRDZ9UaEnRMpKOi4VSHY5f44VjkCgizXvaOTO7b5ucot0BK-YuIlWT9GU8U5u0QEdeKvVc-YzY8keZknd6v9t-jsryYmsqNqfsftJPIzgjLE35vlU=> 

 

To see a video of President Obama's comments when introducing the new rule, go to http://www.whitehouse.gov/photos-and-video/video/2011/11/08/president-obama-speaks-holding-head-start-programs-accountable <http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=8fbnovdab&et=1108935868400&s=1096&e=001Bisa7Argkj3Ph1KGRctVNAGKCXL46F9pBPZFhw0-LQopRZVzmfpJ_jRgTm6PKv91KQt7u0bEpZSv41Vzv893SXH0F-eILWlj79eFZAj6HHhwQlw-jjHAm64V2tuJSr1wJFIGzDw26SUuV10Gr6-_AdWv6b2VZ3aniYQz9SYjpeKt5pqGLMtrV-Z_utv6TcTRmFXXuGTs8uPB58xG4dcrPzshMxgrbNk3NjZY9pQeFBfmK8O5R8ibKNRwpkzn7tIm> 

  

Part C Resources
The Department of Education's Office of Special Education Programs held a conference - "Overview and Discussion of 2011 Part C Regulations: Information, Implementation and Implications".  The session was webcast and archived.  Materials from the conference are available at http://osep-part-c.tadnet.org/materials <http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=8fbnovdab&et=1108935868400&s=1096&e=001Bisa7Argkj0w19-Q5SuMu5-X5NENkF57qQn-j25c9r0V7vkaVD_yHpnP_7GJ0G-179IN80TOeZlVbFdtdO3d-cxGIULFNv-R6zHfseNFPgVZ1sUhakM9_HCPhUvc5AhyV2psLDWXv-8=> 

 

A document containing non-regulatory guidance has just been posted at: http://osep-part-c.tadnet.org/uploads/file_assets/attachments/12/original_Final_Regulations-_Part_C-DOC-ALL.pdf?1321453259 <http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=8fbnovdab&et=1108935868400&s=1096&e=001Bisa7Argkj0YSBWHofqz2DRJ3vMEmmU9-YIRaEPml6IgdyjCY6CenKDL9Bn7Z3ZHXExPOpgUiLSQJw0nwktJg4Ju9DIfl_XDfj4rFWiMIhbNuwBvmTauIbd0QoXn4Js8yeGbBQ0aTDtnbFyUSG3v2aFkESNesLEsRP2TYf-fxH7t0DcTLjlpgi-6rYDpQQsZVYEUppI02MtqXqa_KdeqidOYkIu_DfeVKoCuCgyz1zHHbPIRAM-M7OZ3ORCbJxuS>   The first section is entitled "Changes in Early Intervention: A Summary of Major Regulatory Changes for Parents, Early Intervention Service Providers, and State Lead Agencies".

Office of Special Education Programs (OSEP)

Spanish Glossary

The US Department of Education Office of Special Education Programs (OSEP) funded the development of an online and print Spanish Glossary. The OSEP Spanish Glossary was developed by New Jersey's Parent Training and Information Center in collaboration with other Parent Centers to support the participation in educational decision-making of Spanish-Speaking parents of children with disabilities. The glossary includes more than 200 terms that were translated from English to Spanish by a team of Spanish speaking staff from Parent Training and Information Centers and Community Parent Resource Centers across the country. The glossary is web-based but can also be downloaded and printed.  You can find the Spanish Glossary by clicking on the link below. 

 

OSEP Spanish Glossary <http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=8fbnovdab&et=1108935868400&s=1096&e=001Bisa7Argkj2VConLdzYMeKgDFnSiaw90hqSv7q6b3Fp4WAsZfDGAwCMVzfOAPatyaUAuvCG_kKqEiD61MEvm2RcRuBrAkTsqMs1D-T7USYMOnMtQTRN79Xx-09jhvT7Mkx9uBeE5U4AzYyQdngd-WVimP6dNI_a2> 

 

 

Save the date
Statewide Special Education Conference
  

The Iowa Department of Education is excited to announce a statewide meeting of state and federal policy makers, special educators, school administrators, higher education representatives, community partners, parents, and students,to be held June 11-13, 2012, in Des Moines, Iowa, at the Iowa Events Center, Hy-Vee Hall.  Registration for the event is free.


Presenters include:

*	Jason E. Glass, Director, Iowa Department of Education
*	Martin J. Ikeda, State Director of Special Education
*	Keynote speakers focusing on Students with Disabilities Coming to School Ready to Learn, Going Through School in Safe and Caring Environments, Achieving at High Levels, and Leaving School Ready for Life

          Including: VSA Iowa

 

Additional details including speakers, programming, accommodations and registration will be available at www.educateiowa.gov  <http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=8fbnovdab&et=1108935868400&s=1096&e=001Bisa7Argkj3kVoxWgW6Ehq7oZU9shPEfd4sMavmdiiKUd7cz-EQ1la9psZil4t1eXum0XgpykX3-FzYBpyLD7Daq4APddrprrN3SKCtoski13KcrjPs4ODKEWBNPzLvR>  at a later date. Please mark your calendars and join us as we work together to discuss the future of our children's education. 
